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Succession, he resigned his position in the army, and
his military career came to an end.

Such an act did not meet the approval of a ruler like
Louis XIV., and Saint-Simon's resignation was re-
garded as little less than desertion. His rank as duke
gave him a recognized position at the Court, but he did
not enjoy the favour of the sovereign.

The monarch looked coldly on Saint-Simon because
he deemed him captious and critical; he would have
sent him to join the Man with the Iron Mask in strict
captivity, if he had known the work on which the young
nobleman was secretly engaged. In Saint-Simon, the
writer of memoirs was born and not made; when only
twenty he commenced the record of events which was
to make him famous; during sixty years he continued
his work, seeking information on every hand, investi-
gating every event, prying into every intrigue, forming
his judgment on the character of every political actor,
and writing all down with unwearied industry. There
are few examples of a literary purpose, formed in youth,
continued for over half a century, and terminating only
with death.

The Duke was not only a portrayer of the life of his
time, but he played a certain part in current events;
if not a prominent, he was a respectable figure. The
outward decorum of the latter part of Louis XIV.'s
reign was attended by much lightly veiled profligacy,
and was succeeded by the unbridled license of the
Regency. In such a period Saint-Simon was a model
of social and domestic virtues. He married a daughter